PIONEER EXPEDITIONS
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This is a truly unique Pioneer trip which we run once a year uncovering the SAS routes of
Jebal Akhdar. This expedition is designed to bring to life the reality facing the squadrons
With relatively few changes
since the SAS takeover of Jebal Akhdar 60 years ago, we retrace routes, passing th.r_ough_' =

as they made their ascent and takeover of Jebal Akhdar.
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tiny villages hidden in pockets in the mountain folds, and uncover untouched caves ‘and o Balos ol T

relics. 2 .
e Nizwa

The unforgiving terrain, at times makes for back breaking work. - and that's withputsapi

carrying the full kit. This landscape of rugged mountains, steep cliffs and breathtakidgtABIA

scenery offers an opportunity for an exhilarating and adventurous trek.

Upon completion, you will have a unique insight into this military conflict, and

accomplished an arduous route in this wild and exciting landscape.
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Do you?
U wanta physical challenge in wild Oman
U Enjoy military history??
U Want an experience of a lifetime??

Oman is located in the eastern part of the Arabian Peninsula, and most of its territory
covered by the Arabian Desert. Much of this desert consists of rugged mountains i
hills, deep valleys (or wadis), flood plains and alluviums, coastal scrub, salt flats an
marshes.

In the mountainous terrain around Jebel Akhdar a conflict between tribes supporting !
Iman and the Sultan of Oman’s Forces, aided by the British Forces, took place betw
1954 - 1959. This expedition will uncover the SAS routes of Jebal Akhdar which i
plateau measuring twelve miles from north to south and eighteen miles from east
west. With an average elevation of 6,500 ft, it is locked behind sheer cliffs of rock ¢
shale, some rising 10,000 ft above the surrounding plain. Since many of the rock wall
almost vertical, any of the tracks to the top would have been made impassable by rel
The approach was so difficult that the rebels assumed that, once safely on the plateu,
had nothing to fear. That was until the takeover of Jebal Akhdar.

SPECIAL HIGHLIGHTS

Retrace the routes of the SAS
takeover of Jebal Akhdar

An adventurous trek in rugged
mountains with breathtaking scenery

A unique insight into this military
conflict

»Muscat to Muscat

To reserve your place on this trip (without
obligation for up to 2 weeks) please
telephone us on 0845 0047 801 to check
availability. Then complete a booking form
and return it to us. You should include a
cheque for your deposit of £300/$600 with
your booking form. On receipt of your
booking form, we will send you a booking
acknowledgement, along with your equipment
list and all other information relevant to

this trip. If you have any further questions
regarding this trip please contact us. Your
expedition leader will contact you regarding
all aspects of the trip pre-departure. Clients
booked on this land only itinerary should
make their way to the joining point in Muscat,
Oman. We are more than happy to assist you
with finding flights.
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Day 1

On arrival at Muscat International airport, you
will be met and transferred to your hotel. You
will have time to relax at your leisure before
meeting the group for an expedition briefing
and kit check before taking an orientation tour
of Muscat city.

Muscat

Described as 2Arabia’s jewels, this city is a
perfect blend of the old and the new. Muscat

is suprisingy green being in a desert country.
The roads are lined with well-manicured lawns
and trees. The city has retained its old-world
character with it's many forts, castles, mosques
and towers dotting the skyline.

Highlights of this afternoon include visiting

the military museum to set the scene for the
forthcoming expedition, followed by the

Merani and Jelali Forts, the Sultan's Qaboos
Palace. We also have the opportunity to walk
along the Corniche to explore the old Muttrah
souk.

We finish with a meal back at the hotel.

Lunch, dinner, hotel

Day 2

After a good breakfast we set off to Nizwa,
stopping along the way to explore some of the
villages (including Birkat al Mouz) which were
involved in the 1950's conflict. Upon arrival at
Nizwa (the former captital of Oman), we visit
the 17th century fort and traditional souk.

Nizwa

We then move on to the old abandoned village
of Tanuf which although took some hard
shelling during the war is substantial enough
to give a feel of what the old village must have
been like. We set up camp nearby and we
will over dinner, round a campfire, hear more

TO BOOK:

t: +44 (0)845 0047 801

about the Jebal Akhdar campaign.

Breakfast, lunch, dinner, wild camping

Day 3 Jebal Akhdar Summit

We're up and off on an early morning start!
Taking the Kamah route we tab up to summit
Jebal Akhdar. This is a long hard slog giving
you full appreciation (luckily without the

50Ib packs) of how exposed the lads would
have been, with the local adoo knowing the
mountain and it's routes inside out.  You

will be rewarded with breathtaking scenery

of dramatic vertical rockfaces and ancient
villages terraced into the mountainside. We
pass key battles sites such as Vincent, then up
to Pyramid and Causeway, with discussion and

anecdotes of what took place along this route.
We stop at Beercan and look out of Saiq Plateau
before walking through the abandoned village

of Wadi Bani Habib. Our 4WD will be waiting

at the other end to take us to our camp for the
night.

Breakfast, lunch, dinner, wild camping

Day 4 Trekking

Today we begin to understand the problems
faced in taking over a mountain such as Jebal
Akhdar with only a small team backed up by
RAF support in the 1950's. A full overview of the
campaign gives further insight before we move
out to explore some sites which still contain
evidence of the past conflict.

Breakfast, lunch, dinner, wild camping

e: info@pioneerexpeditions.com



Day 5 Jebel Akhdar Descent

Another early morning start as we trek down

of of the SAS routes back to Tanuf, a route
with stunning views usually only reserved for
mountaineers. We walk through an abandoned
village and up a rock staircase before we start
the real descent down. The trail is reasonably
marked but sometimes a little route finding is
necessary following rock falls.

As the track winds its way round the edge of
the mountain it then steeply falls away and
we are rewarded with breathtaking views. We
finally turn the corner to see a tiny village at
the bottom where a much welcome cold drink
awaits us.

Breakfast, lunch, dinner, mountain camp

Day 6 Nizwa

After breakfast and breaking camp, we drive to

Nizwa, one of the oldest cities in the Sultanate, Day 7 Muscat

it has a unique blend of the new and the ;

ancient. Here we will tour the 17th century fort After breakfast we drive back to Muscat
(completed in the 1650s) and explore the souk. Vi Rustad, which is a typical Omani town

It is worth an early start to see the traditional ~ Strategically placed at the exit of a wadi from
animal market. We rendezvous for lunch before the mountains, watered by falajes, and with
heading up and over the mountain via Birkat extensive date groves surrounding it. Being
al Sharaf to see more of the terrain and villages 21 ©mani stronghold on the coastal side of
which were associated with the campaign. We the mountain range, it served as the centre of
spend a few hours exploring the mountain Omani activity in the east during the war.
village of Bilad Sait, which is a scenic oasis We will also visit the imposing Nakhal Fort.

settlement with stone and mud dwellings. Breakfast, lunch, dinner, overnight hotel

We make camp for the evening in nearby

Wadi Bani Awf, which winds its way to Snake

Gorge and offers many spectacular views. We Day 8 Expedition Ends
will have the opportunity either tonight or

tomorrow to swim in its crystal clear waters. After breakfast, we transfer back to the airport

for our onward journey

Breakfast, lunch, dinner, wild camping Breakfast. transfer

extraordinary expedition firsts..

Note:

While our intention is to adhere to the day
to day route as printed overleaf, a degree of
flexibility is built into the itinerary.

We cannot guarantee that the expedition will
run exactly according to the proposed itinerary.
A variety of factors, including adverse weather
conditions and difficulties with transportation,
can lead to enforced changes.The expedition
leader will make any changes where necessary.

Pioneer Expeditions
Worldwide Ltd.

The Well House
Chydyok Road
East Chaldon
Dorset DT2 8DN

tel: +44 (0)845 0047 801
info@pioneerexpeditions.com



VISA REQUIREMENTS

Tourist Visas are required on arrival. These
can either be OmR®6 (single-entry, one month);
OMR10 (multiple-entry, one year). All
nationalities require a full passport valid for 6
months beyond the intended length of stay.

FLIGHTS

International flights are not included. If you
require information regarding airlines and routes
please contact us. Airport Transfers in Muscat
are included so it is important that we have all
your flight details.

VACCINATION AND PROTECTION

Nothing compulsory, but we recommend
protection against Tetanus, Typhoid, Hepatitis A
& B and Polio. You should consult your travel
clinic or doctor for up to date advice.

INSURANCE

Adequate travel insurance is mandatory

for everyone who participates in a Pioneer
expedition. Please bring a copy of your
insurance policy and contact numbers to give to
your expedition leader in case of illness.

ACCOMMODATION

Based on twin occupancy we use a variety

of 3-4* accommodation. Single occupancy is
available at some locations at an extra cost.
Whilst on the trek we will be wild camping
under the stars with no tents therefore a bivvy
bag is recommended to keep out any damp.

ADDITIONAL ACCOMMODATION

If you require additional accommodation either

PACKING FORYOUR TRIP

before or after the trip, we can book this for
you (subject to availability) provided you notify
us at the time of booking. Payment for this

ascent/descent at 8hrs each, with Day 5 on Jebal
at around 4 hours. If you have any questions
regarding your fithess or experience please

must be made to us, for up-to-date prices pleasecontact us.

contact our office.

PERSONAL EXPENSES

This is a fully inclusive expedition (apart form
dinner on day 8). All entrance fees, guiding,
logistics, hotel, water and soft drinks are
included . Alcohol is not included. Visa, tips,
optional excursions and personal expenses are
not included. The currency is the Omani Rial
and there is a network of ATM’s across Oman.
Credit or debit cards can be used in most
outlets. Hotels will exchange currency but you
will get a better rate at the Oman Exchange or
Lulu’s hypermarket in Muscat.

MEAL PLAN

This is fully inclusive and all meals & soft drinks
(apart from dinner on day 8) are included:

EXPEDITION TEAM

ETIQUETTE & DRESS CODE

It is common for Omani people to greet with a
handshake to men and women. However, please
avoid initiating a handshake particularly with
women. Omanis will only eat with their right
hand therefore try to avoid giving/receiving with
your left hand as it is considered unclean and
impolite. Avoid showing signs of affection in
public. Women and men should ensure knees
and shoulders are covered when in public. Avoid
giving money and/or sweets to local children
(and adults) during your stay.

Consuming alcohol outside of licensed premises
is illegal in Oman. If you have brought in duty
free please consume discreetly and do not offer
to any Omanis.

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Maximum group size is 12 plus expedition leaderS With all Pioneer expeditions, we are
English speaking local guides and local expeditigiPmmitted to maximising the benefits of our

crew
BAGGAGE

Baggage should be kept to a minimum with a
limit of 15kg.

EXPERIENCE AND FITNESS

An average to good standard of fitness is
expected with the ability to walk all day with
a rucksack. Good walking boots that are well
worn and comfortable. There are only three
days of trekking but Day 4 and 6 will be the

While equipment and provisions are provided they are quite basic

Clothing

« Personal clothing

Equipment

Roll mat/thermarest

« Strong well broken in walking boots with ankle support.

» Comfortable walking socks and liner socks

Bivvy bag

trips to the local community and minimising

the negative impact associated with tourism.

We employ local agents and staff, not just to
benefit the local economy, but also to give you a
real sense of Oman’s culture.To greatly reduce
our impact on the environment there will be a
maximum of 12 team members - this helps to
minimise the damage associated with large scale
tourism.

Sleeping bag 2-3 season

* Sports sandals/lightweight shoes for use in town and around camp
* Lightweight breathable long sleeved tops and trousers for trekking
» Warm top/fleece

* Sunhat

» Swimming costume/shorts/lightweight towel

Personal first aid kit including blister kit
Rucksack/day pack

Torch and spare batteries

Water bottle/s plus iodine tablets
Insect repellent

Sun block and sun glasses
Biodegradable soap

Binoculars

Trekking poles if preferred



