
 
 

 
 

 

EXPLORE THE HIGHLIGHTS OF VIETNAM SOUTH 
TO NORTH 14 DAYS  
 

 
 
Code: VN14S2N 
 
Routes: HCM City – Cu Chi – Mekong – Hoian– Hanoi - Halong – Pu Luong – Hanoi 
 
Duration: 14 Days / 13 Nights 
 
Features: A compact program to see the highlights of Vietnam in 14 days from the South to the 
North. It is a short tour for the amount of time we spend but you can customize it and make it 
more relaxing or challenging if you wish. 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 

Day 1: Good morning HCM City Vietnam 

Chao Ban! Welcome to HCM City, we meet you at 
the airport and take you to your hotel for check-in. 
Today is free at your leisure to rest or explore, 
discovering your own first impressions of Vietnam 
(depending on what time you arrive). Overnight in 
HCM City. 

Inclusion: Transfer pick up, guide pick up, hotel 
 

  
Day 2: Cu Chi tunnels 
 

Depart at 8:00 AM, you have the opportunity to 
experience what life was like for the Vietcong 
guerrillas who live and fought underground during 
the war with the Americans and the South 
Vietnamese. You are able to crawl through 50 m 
(150 ft.) out of the some 200 km of tunnels which 
run under the CuChi area’s underground complex. 
We also visit a rice paper workshop where 
handmade paper is made. En route, you enjoy 

spectacular scenic vistas, including eye-popping views of our rice paddy fields which stretch off 
from the road as far as the eye can see. Back your hotel in early afternoon. 
This afternoon, free at your leisure to explore the commercial city on your own. Stay second 
night in HCM City. 
Inclusion: Transfer, guide, entrance fee, breakfast, water, hotel  
 

Day 3: HCM City – Visit the fertile Mekong delta, Can Tho 

Depart HCM City at 8:00 AM from your hotel. Head 
south to Cai Be. Upon arrival at around 10:30 AM, 
board a boat for a journey through the Mekong's 
river. See how river life goes on here, local farmers. 
Alive and exciting! Cruise through the secluded 
canals and stop at some local factories to see 
locals making pop rice cake and pedal down 
narrow natural waterways. Stop at local home to try 



 
 

 
 

seasonal fruits. Lunch at local house before boating to Vinh Long. Back on the car for our trip 
to Can Tho to overnight. 
 

Inclusion: Transfer, guide, entrance fee, breakfast, water, local boat, hotel  
 

Day 4: Can Tho – HCM City then flight to Danang - Hoian 
 

An early start at 6:30 AM for a boat trip to Cai Rang 
floating market. Of course now this market is not 
crowded and busy as it was before, but still 
interesting experience, followed by a walk on a quiet 
country road getting a little bit closer local life here.  
Our van pick us up and transfer to Vinh Long. We 
visit Phu Ly pagoda - one of the ancient Khmer 
pagodas in Vinh Long province. The pagoda was 
built in 1672, great combination of Indian, Thai and 

Cambodia architecture. Then, we keep on driving back HCM City. Arrive in HCM City airport for 
late afternoon flight to Danang. Upon arrival, pick up and transfer to your hotel in Hoian for check 
in and stay overnight in Hoian. 
 

Inclusion: Transfer, guide, entrance fee, local boat, breakfast, water, domestic flight ticket, hotel 
 

Day 5: Visit ancient town of Hoian  
 

Have breakfast at your hotel then at 9:00AM our 
guide will meet you and this morning we will take a 
walk to visit around old streets to discover the 
charming beauty of Hoi An Ancient Town including 
Japanese Covered Bridge, Chinese Assembly 
Halls, Sa Huynh Museum, old houses and local 
market. Hoi An is such an ideal place for shopping 
and making tailor with reasonable price.   

This afternoon, you will be free to explore the other 
places or relax on the beach. Stay overnight in 
Hoian. 

Tip: This is a very good chance for you to get great tailor-made clothes at reasonable prices. 
Hoian is well known for its tailoring.  
 

Inclusion: Transfer, guide, breakfast, water, hotel. 



 
 

 
 

 
Day 6: Hoian visit the vegetable village 
 

In this early morning, our guide welcomes you at the 
hotel in Hoi An and start to cycle to Tra Que 
Vegetable Village 3km from Hoi An Ancient Town. 
Along the road are villages and beautiful 
countryside. On arrival, you are welcomed with the 
friendly smiles and special drink: “E” water or local 
tea. You will dress in farming clothes, take a short 
walk around to visit the garden where local farmers 
work and use the traditional methods without having 
electrical machines support.  
 

After that you are under the instruction of household; he will show you how to prepare and make 
the land, you fertilize green manure before growing vegetables. Watering the vegetables, which 
you have just grown, is the last activity in the procedure of planting them. After that, you come 
back the house to relax by soaking your feet in Vietnamese herbs. This is one of the ways to 
refresh ourselves after the hard working time on the farm of Vietnamese. Here is the chance 
for you to join a cooking class with the family. Under the instruction how to prepare ingredients, 
you will cook Hoi An special foods. Have lunch at the family. Then you will be transferred back 
your hotel in Hoi An. 
 
In the afternoon you are free to visit other corner of Hoian and relax on the beach. Stay 
overnight in Hoian. 
 

Inclusion: Transfer, guide, breakfast, lunch, water, hotel. 
 
Day 7: Hoian relax on the beach then flight to Hanoi 
 

Breakfast at the hotel and free at your own leisure to 
relax until we pick you up for flight to Hanoi. Airport 
pick up upon arrival then transfer to center (about 
45’). Check in hotel and spend the night here. 
 
Inclusion: Transfer, guide, domestic flight ticket, 
breakfast, hotel.  
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

Day 8: Hanoi explore rural village – City with foodie tour 
 

We pick you up at 8:00 AM for a short transfer 
outside of Hanoi, you have this morning to learn 
about Hanoi villages’ life, its traditions, and 
customs. You walk or cycle along the villages for 
visiting some old houses, their worshipping 
temples, pagoda and communal house. Then, it is 
time to talk with a veteran to learn more about war 
in Vietnam before. Have lunch on your own. 
 

Afternoon is continued with the cyclo trip around Hoan Kiem Lake, visit Ngoc Son Temple and 
Literarture Temple. Then we start walking around 4Km in old quarter "36 streets" to visit some 
famous and specialized- food families or stalls/ local restaurants, shops where they run their 
business every day, certainly you will watch and taste around 4- 6 particular dishes, we can 
customize vegetarian or special food too. We return to your hotel around 21:00. 
 
Inclusion: Transfer, guide, entrance fees, breakfast, lunch, water, local bike, community 
development fund, hotel  
 
Day 9: Hanoi - Mai Chau – Pu Luong 
 

Depart from your Hanoi hotel at 8:00 AM 
transferring to Mai Chau on our spectacular 4-hour 
drive. Upon arrival at Poom Coom village in Mai 
Chau, we take a short walk to visit the ethnic Thai 
people then lunch is served. 
 
At 1:00 PM, take a short car ride in about 1 hour 
before we set off for our hiking through the beauty 
of Pu Luong nature reserve, the trek is intermediate 
level and requires some walking up hills but it’s 

worth your hike as we see many spectacular views of villages and terraces.   Arrival at the Thai 
village check in an Eco lodge for rest and stay overnight. 
Driving Distance: about 230 km  
Trekking Distance: about 9 km (3 hours) 
Trail Difficulty: 3/5 
 

Inclusion: Transfer, guide, entrance fee, lunch, dinner, water, hotel  



 
 

 
 

 

Day 10: Hidden trails of Pu Luong 
 

Wake up early today is recommended as your 
chance to witness more local activities in the 
morning. After having our breakfast, we say good-
bye to our host by around 8.00 AM for our good hike 
ahead. 
 
More trek today through hidden gems of Pu Luong 
including beautiful view of valleys, nice terraces 
and peaceful villages.  We stop for our picnic lunch 

then continue our trek through more villages to reach to Hieu village in the afternoon.  
 
Take rest as you wish then you are free to stroll around the village to interact with the locals 
and visit the beautiful waterfall nearby. Then our transfer pick up and take you back Eco lodge.  
Trekking Distance: about 12 km (5 – 6 hours) 
Trail Difficulty: 3/5 
 
Inclusion: Guide, entrance fee, water, all meals, hotel  
 
Day 11: Hieu village – Pho Doan – Hanoi 
 

Wake last day here at this beautiful nature reserve 
and friendly villagers so take the chance to explore 
around on your own or with our guide around the 
village.  
We then take an easy walk in about 1,5 hours to 
the town-let of this nature reserve where you van is 
waiting for us.  Lunch at one of the local restaurants 
before having a scenic drive back to Hanoi. 
Driving Distance: about 235 km 

Trekking Distance: 8 km 
Trail Difficulty: 2/5  
 
Inclusion: Transfer, guide, entrance fee, water, breakfast, lunch, hotel  
 
 



 
 

 
 

 

Day 12: Hanoi to Bai Tu Long Bay, welcome on board 
 

Departure for Ha Long Bay is around 8:00 AM in a 
shared van. Arrive at the port around 12:30 PM. 
Welcomed on board, you are taken to your cabin 
before the trip briefing while you cruise to Bai Tu 
Long Bay and admire the fascinating formations. 
Visit Thien Canh Son cave. Then relax at our 
secluded island-beach or explore by kayak. Later 
you return back to the boat just in time to watch the 
beautiful sunset from the top deck before enjoying 

the bay’s freshest seafood dinner. 
 
Inclusion: Transfer, guide on boat, entrance fee, kayak, boat / junk, all meals, permits 
 
Day 13: Explore Bai Tu Long bay, back to Hanoi 
 

Early risers can enjoy the sunrise and the quiet 
breath-taking beauty of Bay’s landscape with 
towering limestone. You have breakfast at around 
8:00 AM before our short rowboat by the locals of 
the bay. 
 
Lunch on the boat as we slowly cruise back to boat 
pier. Hit the road before arriving back to Hanoi 
around 5:30 PM. 

 
Inclusion: Transfer, guide, entrance fee, boat/junk, row boat, breakfast, lunch, hotel  
 
Day 14: Departure Hanoi. Goodbye Vietnam 
 
Breakfast at hotel. Depending on your flight you may have some time for shopping. Then we 
transfer you to the airport for your flight home.  
 
Inclusion: Transfer, breakfast. 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
COSTS (EUR): Per person for twin/double sharing 
 

Group size 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 S.S 
Cost / person 

3 stars 
 

3,188 1,878 1,695 1558 1,500 1,460 1,455 
 

428 
Cost / person 

4 stars 
 

3,627 2,100 1,917 1,780 1,722 1,682 1,680 
 

645 
Cost / person 

5 stars 
 

4,314 2,444 2,260 2,123 2,065 2,028 2,025 
 

964 
 
S.S is used for Single Supplement: a surcharge added to the cost per person when one wants 
to have her/his own room.  
 
Costs are $US EUR NET. Other surcharges might be applied such as Tet holidays. 
 
Exclusion: Visa, Insurance, drinks, personal expenses, others not mentioned in details, tips 
are welcome! 
 
Hotel proposal: 
 

Places 3 star- hotel 4 star- hotel 
 

5 star - hotel 

Ho Chi Minh City Sanouva Saigon hotel Adora Art hotel Majestic Saigon hotel 
Can Tho Kim Tho hotel Can Tho Ecolodge Victoria Can Tho resort  
Hoian Betel Garden Villa Hoian Chic Green Retreat Palm Garden resort  
Hanoi Boutique Hanoi hotel Hanoi Pearl hotel May De Ville luxury 

hotel & spa 
Pu Luong Pu Luong Valley home Pu Luong Retreat Pu Luong Retreat 
Bai Tu Long Bay Renea cruise Dragon Legend cruise Dragon Legend cruise 

 
LEGAL ASPECTS  

Booking Terms & Conditions: Tour itinerary and tour prices are subject to change without 
prior notice. Please click here for more information. 

ORGANISATION  
 
Transportation schedule: Please be aware that flight times, trains, hotels and other services 
are subject to availability. When flights/trains are cancelled or delayed, Footprint will endeavour 

https://www.sanouvahotel.com/
https://adoraarthotel.vn-hotels.com/en/
https://www.majesticsaigon.com/
https://kimthohotel.vn/
https://cantho.ecolodge.asia/
https://www.victoriahotels.asia/en/destination/victoria-can-tho/
https://betelgardenvillas.com/vi/gioi-thieu/
https://www.hoianchic.com/
https://palmgardenresort.com.vn/
https://www.hanoiboutiquehotel.vn/
https://www.hanoipearlhotel.com/rooms-suites
https://maydevilleluxuryhotel.com/rooms
https://maydevilleluxuryhotel.com/rooms
https://www.puluongretreat.com/vi/valley-home/31-tong-quan
https://www.puluongretreat.com/en/retreat/4-tong-quan
https://www.puluongretreat.com/en/retreat/4-tong-quan
https://reneacruiseshalong.com/
https://www.dragonlegendcruise.com/
https://www.dragonlegendcruise.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wZXwhpP8ghT9ZkzpTq6JF9mxj49LCn20LcwGrApyiNg/edit


 
 

 
 

to secure alternative arrangements of similar value. Hotel, flight and train details will be updated 
once the booking is confirmed (your confirmation e-mail). 
 
Tour guide: English speaking guides (on sites) 
 
Closed sites: Some sites might be closed during the time you visit Vietnam (e.g. the HCM 
mausoleum in Hanoi is closed on Mondays and Fridays). Please consult with your travel agent 
if you want to have further information concerning this issue.  
 
ACCOMMODATION  
 
Hotel: We use 3/4/5-star standard hotel (s), twin shared room (s). Upgrade is available on 
request. Check – in: 14:00; out: 12:00 noon. Early check in if it is subject to availability.  
 
Homestay condition: 3/5.  
Please click here for further information on what to expect when staying in a homestay in 
Vietnam. Feel free to ask our travel consultants to tailor homestay type for you.    
 
TRANSPORT  
 
Ha Long Bay: Shared minivan and deluxe junk.  Twin shared cabin aboard the boat. 
Upgrade is available at your request.  
 
Car/Van Quality: Using new AC car or van depending on your group size. 
 
Train: The night trains are soft sleeper, air conditioned trains. Please click here for more 
information. Although, this information is mainly for Sa Pa, it can be also applied to other train 
routes. 
 
FOOD 
 
Meals: Vietnam foods and seafoods. If you have any allergies, special requests or if you are 
on a special diet please let us know. We will arrange it for you in advance.  
 
SUSTAINABILITY 
 
Please Travel Responsibly: The small things you do will make a big difference! 

https://footprint.vn/travel-experiences/homestay-types-what-to-expect
http://footprint.vn/sapa-travel-faqs/is-there-a-sleeper-train-to-sapa-what-is-it-like
https://footprint.vn/positive-travel/you-can-play-a-part-too


 
 

 
 

 
PREPARATION OF THE CUSTOMER 
 
Seasonal preparation: The best time to travel in Vietnam is between September and April. 
The temperatures are more comfortable in this period and the rain season in the summer 
(May to October) will be avoided. If you decide to travel in Vietnam in its summer months, 
please review our travel tips and notes for summer travel here 
 
What to Bring: Passport, change of clothes, sunglasses and hat, toiletries, sunblock, insect 
repellent, flashlights, good sport shoes, personal first aid kit and medicines, small VND notes 
for buying drinks. If you feel the need then sleeping bags and a cable lock for your bags is 
recommended. 
TREKKING AND CYCLING INFORMATION 
 
Trekking &cycling times are just estimates and may change depending on your personal 
fitness and weather. 
 
Experience: The trek demands some experience in co-ordination, fitness and stamina. The 
great effort will be rewarded with fantastic views. Clients should have previous trekking 
experience. Nevertheless, our guide will be flexible to suggest you the most proper trekking 
route adapted to your physical fitness. 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION  
 
This itinerary and supplementary information has been complied in good faith and was accurate 
at the time of writing. 
 
 

http://footprint.vn/general-advice

