
   
 

Simply Borneo Wildlife & Rainforest 
Pioneer Expeditions 

12 Days/11 Nights 
 
 

Features: 

- Kinabatangan River Wildlife 
- Tabin Wildlife Reserve 
- Kinabalu National Park 
- Naturalist-Led Forest Walks 
- Organic Tea Plantation Visit 

 
Overview: 

Explore Sabah's pristine rainforests and riverine landscapes. Track proboscis monkeys and pygmy 
elephants along the Kinabatangan, immerse yourself in Tabin Wildlife Reserve, and discover the flora of 
Kinabalu National Park with expert naturalist guides. 

 

Trip Outline 

 

Day 1   Arrival - Kota Kinabalu  Day 6   Bilit - Tabin Wildlife Reserve 

Day 2   Kota Kinabalu - Ranau - Kota Kinabalu Day 7-8   Tabin Wildlife Reserve 

Day 3   Kota Kinabalu - Sepilok Day 9 Tabin Wildlife Reserve - Kota Kinabalu 

Day 4   Sepilok - Bilit Day 10-
11 

Kota Kinabalu 

Day 5  Bilit  Day 12 Depature  

 
Day 1: Arrival - Kota Kinabalu  -/-/- 

 



Welcome to Sabah. On arrival at Kota Kinabalu International Airport, your driver will be waiting to transfer 
you to the hotel in the city centre. The rest of the day is yours — settle in, take a walk along the waterfront, 
or simply decompress after the journey. 
 
In case you cannot find your guide, please call our 24-hour Customer Care number +6 013-8819332. 
 
Overnight in Kota Kinabalu                                                              
 

Day 2: Kota Kinabalu - Ranau - Kota Kinabalu B/L/- 
 
Departing at 07:30, the drive heads into the Sabah interior, climbing steadily from the coastal plains 
through patchwork paddy fields and traditional kampung villages. The landscape gradually opens onto the 
highland plateau around Ranau. 
  
The first stop is Sabah Tea Plantation, one of the last certified organic tea estates in Malaysia. A guided 
walk through the terraced farmland reveals the careful cultivation and hand-harvesting techniques that 
define quality tea production. The onsite restaurant, perched above the valley, commands sweeping views 
across the layered hillsides — an ideal spot to sample the estate's own brews. 
  
From here, the route continues to Poring Hot Springs, where natural Japanese-style thermal pools offer a 
refreshing soak set against the forested backdrop. A short walk leads to Kipungit Waterfall, where the 
cascade flows into a clear plunge pool below. 
  
After lunch, the journey resumes to Kinabalu National Park. A guided walk with a local naturalist winds 
through the rich montane forest at the foot of Southeast Asia's highest peak, revealing the diverse flora 
and endemic plant species that thrive at this elevation. Views of Mount Kinabalu's summit punctuate the 
walk before the return to Kota Kinabalu in the late afternoon. 
 
Note:  
Sabah Tea Factory is closed on Sundays and public holidays. The Poring canopy walkway is temporarily 
closed for maintenance. 
 
Overnight in Kota Kinabalu 
 
Distances and journey time: 
Kota Kinabalu - Ranau (127 km): Approximately 2 hrs 30 mins   
 

Day 3:  Kota Kinabalu - Sepilok B/-/- 
 
Recommended flight: AK 6490 BKI - SDK at 12:25 (AirAsia) 
 
Following breakfast, transfer to the airport for a short afternoon flight across to Sandakan on Sabah's 
east coast.  
 
On arrival, a driver is waiting for the transfer to a lodge in Sepilok — a forest-edged settlement 
positioned just steps away from the renowned Sepilok Orangutan Rehabilitation Centre. The remainder 
of the day is at leisure to settle in and prepare for the wildlife-focused days ahead. 
 



Overnight in Sepilok 
 
Distances and journey time: 
Kota Kinabalu - Sandakan (220 km): Approximately 45 mins (flight) 
 

Day 4:  Sepilok - Bilit B/L/D 
 
After breakfast, transfer to Bilit Jetty for a boat ride into the Kinabatangan floodplain, one of the most 
biodiverse river systems in Southeast Asia. The scenic journey winds through mangrove forests and past 
oxbow lakes, marking the transition from coastal lowlands to the riverine interior. 
  
Following a warm welcome and lunch at the lodge, an afternoon river cruise departs at 16:00. The lower 
Kinabatangan is one of the few places on earth where proboscis monkeys, pygmy elephants, and wild 
orangutans can be reliably spotted within a short stretch of riverbank. The late afternoon light casts 
golden tones across the water as wildlife emerges along the banks. Return to the lodge for dinner, with 
an optional night walk available to arrange locally. 
 
Note: 
Transfers and activities operate on a join-in basis, except for private overland transfers. 
 
Overnight in Bilit 
 
Distances and journey time: 
Sepilok - Bilit Jetty (103 km): Approximately 1 hr 45 mins 
 

Day 5: Bilit B/L/D 
 
An early morning river cruise at 06:00 takes advantage of peak wildlife activity at dawn. Mist rises from 
the water as primates call from the canopy and birds begin their day. Back at the lodge for breakfast, a 
guided walk at 09:00 ventures into the riverine forest, where the naturalist points out the intricate 
relationships between plants, animals, and water that define this unique ecosystem. 
  
After lunch and time to rest, a second afternoon cruise departs at 16:00, offering another opportunity to 
observe the river's abundant birdlife and mammals against the backdrop of the floodplain landscape. 
 
Overnight in Bilit 
 
Distances and journey time: 
A - B (xx km): xx hrs  
 

Day 6:  Bilit - Tabin Wildlife Reserve B/L/D 
 
After breakfast, the boat returns to the jetty for an overland transfer to Tabin Wildlife Reserve, a 1,200 sq 
km protected forest deep in the Lahad Datu hinterland, rarely visited by most travellers. Accommodation 
is in a comfortable timber lodge, each room featuring a private balcony, air conditioning, ceiling fan, and 
hot water shower — a welcome luxury surrounded by dense rainforest. 
  



The afternoon begins at the Trogon Hall gallery with an introduction to Tabin's conservation efforts and 
the wildlife that inhabits the reserve. A guided trek then leads to the active Lipad mud volcano, a mineral-
rich salt lick that draws wildlife from across the landscape. The elevated bare area offers a vantage point 
for spotting animal tracks and identifying the creatures that pass through. For the curious, the volcanic 
mud is said to impart a fine complexion. After dinner, a night safari ventures into the forest to search for 
nocturnal birds and mammals, with clear skies overhead offering glimpses of the constellations above. 
 
Overnight in Tabin Wildlife Reserve 
 
Distances and journey time: 
Bilit Jetty - Tabin Wildlife Reserve (168 km): Approximately 3 hrs 30 mins  
 

Day 7:  Tabin Wildlife Reserve B/L/D 
 
An early morning bird walk begins the day. Tabin's roster of nearly 300 bird species makes the forest at 
dawn particularly rewarding. After breakfast, a drive into the core area leads to a birdwatching tower 
with expansive views across the canopy. En route, a stop at the Orangutan Release Centre provides 
insight into the rehabilitation work underway. A trek then continues through the lush rainforest to Lipad 
Waterfall, where a natural pool invites a refreshing swim beneath the cascading water. 
  
The return to the lodge passes the Tabin Giant Tree — an ancient forest giant worthy of a photograph. 
In the afternoon, a herbal foot soak made with natural forest blends offers relief for tired muscles. An 
evening dusk drive through the reserve captures the activity of wildlife preparing for the night, followed 
by a night walk along nearby trails in search of sleeping birds, frogs, and nocturnal creatures. 
 
Overnight in Tabin Wildlife Reserve 
 
 

Day 8:  Tabin Wildlife Reserve B/L/D 
 
A full day immersed in the rainforest, with guided morning and afternoon jungle walks along established 
trails close to the resort. The naturalist guides point out the layered complexity of the forest, from the 
emergent canopy down through the understory to the forest floor, where leaf litter and fallen logs 
create their own miniature ecosystems. 
  
After dinner, a final night safari ventures into the darkness in search of nocturnal birds and mammals, 
rounding out the wildlife experiences in Tabin. 
 
Overnight in Tabin Wildlife Reserve 
 
 

Day 9:  Tabin Wildlife Reserve - Kota Kinabalu B/L/- 
 
Recommended flight: MY 3015 LDU - BKI at 14:00 (Air Borneo) 
 
A final early morning bird walk captures the forest at its most active before checkout. Transfer to Lahad 
Datu Airport for the domestic flight back to Kota Kinabalu. On arrival, a driver is waiting for the onward 



transfer north along the coast to Karambunai, a quiet beachfront retreat that marks a deliberate shift in 
pace after the intensity of the interior. 
 
Note: Activities are subject to weather and departure times and may be reorganised to suit operational 
conditions. 
 
Overnight in Kota Kinabalu 
 
Distances and journey time: 
Kota Kinabalu - Karambunai (35 km): Approximately 45 mins  
 

Day 10-11: Kota Kinabalu B/-/- 
 
Two full days at leisure at the beachfront resort. The white sands of Karambunai's beach slope gently 
into clear waters, while the resort pool and coastal scenery provide ample opportunity for rest and 
reflection after the previous days of activity. 
 
Overnight in Kota Kinabalu 
 

Day 12:  Departure B/-/- 
 
Following breakfast, a private transfer returns to Kota Kinabalu International Airport for onward 
departure flights. 
 
Distances and journey time: 
Karambunai - Kota Kinabalu (35 km): Approximately 45 mins 
 
 

Rates & conditions 

 

Accommodation 

City Hotel Hotel Category Room Type 

Kota Kinabalu Howard Johnson by Windham 3-star Deluxe Room with 
ABF 

Sandakan Borneo Sepilok Rainforest 
Resort 

3-star Deluxe Room with 
ABF 



Kinabatangan River Bilit Adventure Lodge 3-star Deluxe Room with 
F/Board 

Lahad Datu Tabin Wildlife Resort 3-star Hill Lodge with 
F/Board 

Kota Kinabalu Nexus Resort Karambunai 3-star Ocean Panorama 
Deluxe with ABF 

  

 

Notes: 
 

● Fitness Level 
Jungle treks in Tabin and Kinabalu National Park involve navigating dense vegetation, uneven 
terrain, and occasionally steep or slippery trails. The hot and humid tropical climate adds to the 
physical demands. Trekking may span several hours daily, sometimes uphill or downhill, with 
possible river crossings. Assess fitness level and discuss with your guide to select treks suitable for 
your physical abilities. Wear appropriate footwear, carry sufficient water, and use insect 
repellent. 

● Wildlife Spotting 
Wildlife spotting is not guaranteed. Sightings depend on seasonal patterns, weather conditions, 
and animal behaviour. 

● Weather and Activity Organisation 
Activities are subject to weather conditions and departure times and may be reorganised to best 
meet operational situations. 

● Room Check-in and Check-out 
Hotel rooms are available from check-in time (typically 14:00–15:00) on arrival day until check-
out time (12:00 noon) on departure day. Early check-in or late check-out may be available at an 
additional charge. 

● Special Requirements 
Please inform your Travel Consultant of any special dietary requirements or physical conditions 
of travelling clients. 

● Transfers 
Scheduled transfers between Lahad Datu and Tabin Wildlife Reserve operate at 08:00 and 12:00. 
Drop-off from Tabin Wildlife Reserve to Lahad Datu will be at 15:00 (Arrival time at Lahad Datu 
town/airport). Unscheduled or private transfers are available upon request at an additional 
charge. 

 
 



Our services include: 
● Private airport and overland transfers (air-conditioned vehicle with driver). 
● 4WD transfers from Lahad Datu to Tabin Wildlife Reserve on a join-in basis 
● Domestic flights as mentioned 
● Services of an English-speaking local guide 
● English-speaking naturalist guide on a join-in basis 
● All meals as per itinerary (B/L/D). 
● Drinking water during tours. 
● Meals as per the itinerary. 
● Mentioned excursions. 
● Entrance fees for specified visits. 
 
Our services do not include: 
● International and domestic flights (except as noted above) 
● Meals not mentioned in the itinerary 
● Laundry, telephone calls, and personal expenditure 
● Gratuities and tips 
● Travel insurance (recommended to include helicopter evacuation for Borneo) 
● Visa for Malaysia 
● Tourism Tax (RM 10.00 per room per night) 
● Camera fees (where applicable) 
● Beverages (except as included with meals) 


