
 
 

Best of Borneo: Tailormade Journey 
Pioneer Expeditions 

15 Days/14 Nights  
 
 

Features: 

- Iban longhouse, Batang Ai 
- Mulu's caves & bat exodus 
- Tabin mud volcano salt lick 
- Kinabatangan River safaris 
- Beach resort finale  

 
Overview: 

From Sarawak's oldest national park to Iban longhouses deep in Batang Ai, the ancient caves of Mulu, and 
Sabah's wildest riverbanks — this is Borneo told in full. Two weeks crossing the island's most iconic 
landscapes, ending with unhurried days on the coast north of Kota Kinabalu. 

 

Trip Outline 

 

Day 1   Arrival - Kuching  Day 9 Kota Kinabalu - Tabin 

Day 2   Kuching - Bako National Park Day 10 Tabin 

Day 3   Kuching - Batang Ai Day 11 Tabin - Kinabatangan 

Day 4   Batang Ai Day 12 Kinabatangan 

Day 5  Batang Ai - Kuching Day 13 Kinabatangan - Kota Kinabalu 

Day 6   Kuching - Mulu Day 14 Kota Kinabalu 

Day 7   Mulu Day 15 Departure 

Day 8 Mulu - Kota Kinabalu   



 
Day 1: Arrival - Kuching   -/-/- 

 
On arrival at Kuching International Airport, a driver is on hand for the transfer to the hotel. The remainder 
of the day is at leisure to explore the waterfront, heritage shophouses and local food options within easy 
reach of the hotel. 
 
In case you cannot find your guide, please call our 24-hour Customer Care number +6 013-8819332. 
 
Overnight in Kuching                                                             
 

Day 2: Kuching - Bako National Park B/L/- 
 
A driver and guide collect from the hotel lobby at 08:00 for the 45-minute drive to Bako Fishing Village, 
where a motorised boat continues along the rugged coastline to Bako National Park — the oldest national 
park in Sarawak, and one of the most rewarding day trips for families in the region. 
 
Despite its relatively compact size, Bako holds a remarkable range of ecosystems: mangrove forest, 
dipterocarp forest, coastal heath, and cliff vegetation give way to stretches of sandy beach. The park is 
home to around 275 proboscis monkeys — found nowhere outside Borneo — alongside silvered langurs, 
bearded pigs, and monitor lizards. Walking trails are well-maintained and accessible for younger visitors, 
and wildlife tends to be reliably visible without venturing far from the main paths. At low tide, the beaches 
reveal mudskippers and blue-fiddler crabs foraging along the shoreline — a particular draw for curious 
younger eyes. Birdlife is equally rich, with rufous-backed kingfishers, red-crowned barbets, and white-
bellied woodpeckers among the more sought-after species.Lunch is taken at the park café before the boat 
returns to Bako Village and the transfer back to Kuching. 
 
Note: 

- Departures to Bako National Park are recommended between March and October.  
- Boat arrival and departure at the park are tide-dependent. 

 
Overnight in Kuching 
 
Distances and journey time: 
Kuching - Bako National Park (27 km): 45 mins  
 

Day 3:  Kuching - Batang Ai B/L/D 
 
A guide and driver will collect from the hotel lobby at 08:00 for the drive towards Batang Ai Reservoir. The 
largest transnational tropical rainforest in the region, it is over 10,000 square kilometres large and has the 
highest density of wild orangutans. It’s also home to the infamous tribal headhunters. 
 
En route, you’ll stop at Lachau Bazaar. Stroll around the shops at the small native market to learn more 
about what the locals consume in their daily lives. Lunch will be served at a coffee shop. 
 
Arriving at Batang Ai Lake between 1330 and 1400. Far upriver, deep in the jungle, sits the Nanga Sumpa 
Lodge. The only way to get here is by travelling on a longtail boat over the lake and along the river. Keep 



a sharp lookout for wildlife, as you’re bound to spot a variety of birds and other animals along the way. 
The journey takes approximately 2 hours, depending on the river conditions.  
 
Check in at the lodge and enjoy dinner at your convenience.  
 
After dinner, visit the Nanga Sumpa longhouse. Relax on the ruai (common verandah) and spend time 
with the Iban people. Interact with the community; learn about their culture and enjoy some local rice 
wine. 
 
Overnight in Batang Ai 
 
Distances and journey time: 
Kuching – Batang Ai jetty (260km): 4 hours 
Batang Ai jetty – Ulu Ai: 2 hours (depending on river conditions) 
 

Day 4:  Batang Ai B/L/D 
 
Wake to the sounds of a jungle rife with wildlife and imagine these are the sounds that humans in the 
tropics used to wake up to for millennia.  
 
Following a local breakfast, put on your hiking gear and take off on a jungle trail alongside the river. 
Walking alongside the river is a great way to spot wildlife, as they’re drawn to the water and the open 
space gives you more opportunity than the thick jungle canopy.  
 
Upon reaching a docking point, continue upriver by boat to explore the scenic Enseluai waterfall. Relax, 
swim, and enjoy your tropical surroundings. If you’re lucky, you’ll be able to spot some of the indigenous 
fish.  
 
Your Iban hosts will provide you with a sumptuous BBQ in the fall, and you’ll learn more about the edible 
plants of the region.  
 
Return to the lodge.  
 
After dinner, visit Nanga Sumpa longhouse, an authentic dwelling of the local Iban people who were once 
feared for their head-hunting practices. Luckily, a tradition that is no longer in practice! Explore the 
longhouse and learn about the lifestyle of these friendly natives whose lives are perfectly intertwined with 
nature. 
 
Relax on the ruai (common verandah), spend time with the Iban people and enjoy some local rice wine. 
The perfect way to wrap up a stay in the jungle. 
 
Overnight in Batang Ai 
 

Day 5: Batang Ai - Kuching B/L/- 
 
Breakfast in the lodge.  
 



At 0900 hours, travel downriver to the Batang Ai Lake jetty, arriving around 1030-1100 hours. Then 
travel overland back to Kuching. 
 
En route, the afternoon stops over at Semenggoh Wildlife Centre, set within 740 hectares of protected 
virgin forest. The late afternoon feeding session at 15:00–16:00 is one of the most accessible orangutan 
encounters in Sarawak — the platforms are close enough for younger visitors to observe the animals 
clearly without long forest walks. 
 
After the visit, continue the journey back to Kuching to check in to the hotel to retire for the evening.  
 
Note: 

- Feeding sessions run at 09:00–10:00 and 14:00–16:00. Orangutans at Semenggoh are free-ranging 
— sightings are never guaranteed. During fruiting season (approximately December–April), 
abundant natural food in the forest means orangutans may not appear at the feeding platforms. 
Any encounter should be considered a privilege rather than a certainty. 

 
Overnight in Kuching 
 
Distances and journey time: 
Ulu Ai 2 hours - Batang Ai jetty – (depending on river conditions) 
Batang Ai jetty - Kuching (260km): 4 hours 
Enroute: Batang Ai Jetty - Semenggoh (244km): 3 hours 
 

Day 6:  Kuching - Mulu  B/-/D 
 
Recommended flight: MY3752 KCH–MZV, departs 11:05 (AirBorneo) 
 
On arrival at Mulu, the early afternoon is at leisure. The Tree Top Tower, the boardwalk to Pukau 
Waterfall, and the 1.5 km Nature Heritage Trail are all gentle, well-paved options well-suited to families 
with younger children. 
 
At 14:00, a 3.5 km elevated plank walk leads to Lang Cave and Deer Cave. The scale of both caves tends 
to make a strong impression on visitors of all ages — Lang Cave's stalactites and stalagmites are 
intricately formed, while Deer Cave's vast chamber and enormous bat colony are genuinely spectacular. 
At dusk, the bats emerge in sweeping formations to forage for insects — a natural spectacle that rarely 
fails to captivate.  
 
The evening continues with a night trek back through the jungle to park headquarters, where 
luminescent fungi and fireflies make the forest floor come alive. 
 
Return to the lodge for dinner. 
 
Note: 

- If staying at Mulu Marriott, check-in time is 15:00. Guests arriving before this should proceed 
directly to Mulu National Park and keep a day bag with appropriate walking attire to hand. 

 
Overnight in Mulu 



 
Distances and journey time: 
Kuching - Mulu (570 km): 1 hr 40 mins (flight) 
Mulu Airport to Hotel (Join in transfer) (5 km): 10 mins 
HQ to Lang & Cave (by foot, boardwalk – 3 km) - Easy 
 
 

Day 7:  Mulu National Park B/L/D 
 
After breakfast, a 15-minute longboat ride up the Melinau River leads to Wind Cave and Clearwater 
Cave. The boat journey itself is a highlight for younger travellers — the river winds through dense forest 
with the limestone karst rising dramatically above the treeline. Inside, the caves are well-lit and 
accessible along established walkways, making them manageable for children with a reasonable level of 
fitness.  
 
The return to Mulu HQ is by boat, and the afternoon is at leisure for self-guided trails or the canopy 
walkway. 
 
Return to the lodge for dinner. 
 
Note: 

● The canopy walkway is open to children aged 6 and above.  
● Timings: 07:00, 08:30, 10:00, 10:30, and 12:30.  
● The 07:00 and 08:30 slots are not available on Fridays. 

 
Overnight in Mulu 
 

Day 8:  Mulu - Kota Kinabalu B/-/- 
 
Recommended flight: MY3252 MZV–BKI, departs 13:10 (AirBorneo) 
 
After breakfast, transfer to the airport for the flight to Kota Kinabalu. On arrival, a driver meets at the 
airport for the transfer to the hotel in the city centre. The remainder of the day is at leisure. 
 
Overnight in Kota Kinabalu 
 
 
Distances and journey time: 
Mulu - Kota Kinabalu (250 km): 55 mins (flight) 
 

Day 9: Kota Kinabalu - Tabin Wildlife Reserve B/-/D 
 
Recommended flight: MY3012 BKI–LDU, departs 07:20 (AirBorneo) 
 
Following breakfast at the hotel, a driver will be on hand for the 10:00 transfer to the airport for the 
onward flight to Lahad Datu. 
 



On arrival, a driver meets at the airport for the transfer to Tabin Wildlife Reserve — a 1,200 sq km expanse 
of protected dipterocarp forest set deep within the Lahad Datu hinterland. Accommodation is provided 
in a timber lodge, with each room featuring a private balcony, air conditioning, and a hot water shower, 
offering a comfortable base within the dense rainforest environment. 
  
Once settled into the lodge, depart on a guided trek toward the active Lipad mud volcano. This mineral-
rich salt lick serves as a natural magnet for local wildlife, and the elevated, open landscape provides an 
ideal vantage point for tracking and identifying the various species that frequent the area. For those so 
inclined, the volcanic mud is locally reputed to have skin-enhancing properties. Following dinner, a night 
safari ventures into the surrounding forest in search of nocturnal mammals and birds, while the lack of 
light pollution offers a clear view of the tropical constellations above. 
 
Overnight in Tabin Wildlife Reserve 
 
Distances and journey time: 
Kota Kinabalu - Lahad Datu (270 km): 55-60 mins 
Lahad Datu - Tabin Wildlife Reserve (45 km): 1 hour 15 mins 
 
 

Day 10: Tabin Wildlife Reserve B/L/D 
 
An early morning bird walk begins the day. Tabin's roster of nearly 300 bird species makes the forest at 
dawn particularly rewarding. After breakfast, a drive into the core area leads to a birdwatching tower 
with expansive views across the canopy. En route, a stop at the Orangutan Release Centre provides 
insight into the rehabilitation work underway. A trek then continues through the lush rainforest to Lipad 
Waterfall, where a natural pool invites a refreshing swim beneath the cascading water. 
  
The return to the lodge passes the Tabin Giant Tree — an ancient forest giant worthy of a photograph. 
In the afternoon, a herbal foot soak made with natural forest blends offers relief for tired muscles. An 
evening dusk drive through the reserve captures the activity of wildlife preparing for the night, followed 
by a night walk along nearby trails in search of sleeping birds, frogs, and nocturnal creatures. 
 
Overnight in Tabin Wildlife Reserve 
 

Day 11: Tabin - Kinabatangan B/L/D 
 
A final early morning bird walk captures the forest at its most active before checkout at 07:00. 
 
The afternoon continues onward to Sandakan via road transfer. Arrive at Sukau Lepit Jetty before 12:00 
for a two-hour boat journey up the Kinabatangan River — one of the most biodiverse waterways in 
Borneo. Local villages and stretches of lush riverine forest line the banks, with wildlife sightings possible 
en route. 
 
Lunch and check-in at the lodge are followed by an afternoon briefing from the local guide. At 16:30, a 
riverboat cruise sets out along the Lower Kinabatangan in search of proboscis monkeys, pygmy elephants, 
hornbills, gibbons, and a wide variety of bird species. Return to the lodge for dinner, with a night 
boardwalk stroll available afterwards for those keen to look for nocturnal insects and animals. 
 



Note: Activities are subject to weather and departure times and may be reorganised to suit operational 
conditions. 
 
Overnight in Kinabatangan 
 
Distances and journey time: 
 
Tabin Wildlife Resort - Sandakan Jetty (221km): 4 hours 40 mins 
Sandakan Jetty to Kinabatangan Wetlands Resort by boat (Join in Basis): 2 hours 
Cruise times: PM – 16:00 
Cruise duration will depend on wildlife spotting: approx. 2 hours 
 
 

Day 12: Kinabatangan  B/L/D 
 
A 06:30 morning cruise heads to Kelenanap Oxbow Lake — a crescent-shaped lake formed where a river 
meander cut itself off from the main channel over time. The stillness and relative seclusion of the lake 
support a distinct ecosystem of its own, with bird species and plant life that differ markedly from those of 
the main river. 
 
The afternoon returns to the river at 16:30 for a second cruise along the mangrove-lined banks, with the 
late afternoon light well-suited to wildlife photography. Proboscis monkeys, silver leaf monkeys, hornbills, 
and a variety of water birds are typically active at this hour. On clear evenings, firefly colonies illuminate 
certain stretches of the riverbank. Return to the lodge for dinner. 
 
After dinner, a night river safari at 20:30 ventures out in search of target nocturnal species before 
returning to the lodge. 
 

Optional Activity: 
Take 45 minutes on a river boat to Kulamba Field Centre. We go straight to the conservation area village 
of the native “Orang Sungai” people and take part in a tree-planting project. Conservation efforts such 
as these are a great way of helping to preserve the natural environment and support the local 
community. 
 
After the Tree Planting area, proceed to explore the Kulamba Field Centre Observation Tower area, 
make sure you bring along your binoculars, and look for any tree moving!! There may be wild 
orangutans! Silver leaf monkeys, birds and many others! 
  
A Light Tea will be served by the Orang Kg at Tundun Bohangin Resthouse. Interact with local Orang 
Sungai from the river people and observe the daily activities such as catching crabs and prawns. 
  
(If weather permits and depends on sea tide) We proceed with clamshell digging at Sandy beaches, 
which are the most commonly sought locations for digging clams. These are being done by the use of a 
clam rake, which will reveal the shells from the sand after pulling it. The clams found here are well 
adapted to surviving the pounding surf and low-tide exposures. Cruise back for 45 minutes to 
Kinabatangan Wetlands Resort. 
 



Lunch will be served at the resort. 

 
Overnight in Kinabatangan 
 
Distances and journey time: 
Cruise times: AM – 06:30, PM – 16:00, EVE – 20:00 (Join-in Basis) 
Cruise duration will depend on wildlife spotting: approx. 2 hours 
 

Day 13: Kinabatangan - Kota Kinabalu B/-/- 
 
Recommended flight: AK6491 SDK–BKI, departs 13:35 (AirBorneo) 
 
Following breakfast, a final morning walk along the lodge's nature boardwalk offers a concluding glimpse 
of the riverine forest before checking out at 08:00. At 09:00, a riverboat transfer departs the lodge for 
Sandakan Jetty, where the journey continues by road to the airport for the onward flight to Kota 
Kinabalu. 
 
Upon arrival in Kota Kinabalu, a driver is on hand for the transfer north along the coast to Tuaran, a 
quiet beachfront retreat that marks a deliberate shift in pace after the intensity of the interior. 
 
Note: Activities are subject to weather and departure times and may be reorganised to suit operational 
conditions. 
 
Overnight in Kota Kinabalu 
 
Distances and journey time: 
Sandakan - Kota Kinabalu (222 km): 45 mins (Flight) 
Kota Kinabalu International Airport - Jetty (10 km): 15 mins  
 

Day 14:  Kota Kinabalu B/-/- 
 
Two full days at leisure at the beachfront resort. The white sands of the beach slope gently into clear 
waters, while the resort pool and coastal scenery provide ample opportunity for rest and reflection after 
the previous days of activity. 
 
Overnight in Kota Kinabalu 
 

Day 15:  Departure B/-/- 
 
Following breakfast at the hotel, the morning remains at leisure until check-out. At the designated time, 
a driver is on hand for the transfer to the airport for your departure flight. 
 

 
 



Accommodation 

City Hotel Hotel Category Room Type 

Kuching Hilton Kuching 4-star Deluxe Room with ABF 

Batang Ai Nanga Sumpa Lodge Basic Forest View Room with 
F/Board 

Kuching Hilton Kuching 4-star Deluxe Room with ABF 

Mulu Mulu Marriott 4-star Deluxe Room with H/Board 

Kota Kinabalu Marriott Kota Kinabalu 4-star Deluxe Seaview Room with 
ABF 

Lahad Datu Tabin Wildlife Resort 3-star River Lodge with F/Board 

Kinabatangan River Kinabatangan Wetlands Resort 3-star Deluxe Chalet with F/Board 

Kota Kinabalu Shangri La Rasa Ria Resort 5-star Garden Wing Deluxe Seaview 
Room with ABF 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Optional Tours 

Day Activity MYR / Pax 

Day 12 – Kinabatangan Tree Planting at Kulamba Field 
Centre 

400 

  

  

Notes: 
 
Fitness Level 
Jungle treks throughout this itinerary — including Bako National Park, Kiulu, and Kinabalu National Park 
— involve uneven terrain, dense vegetation, and occasionally steep or slippery trails in hot and humid 
conditions. Some sections require walking for several hours. Fitness levels vary across family members; 
it is recommended to discuss trail options with the guide on the day and select routes suited to the 
group. Wear appropriate footwear, carry sufficient water, and apply insect repellent throughout. 
 
Wildlife Spotting 
Wildlife spotting is not guaranteed at any point during this itinerary. Sightings depend on seasonal 
patterns, weather conditions, and animal behaviour. At Semenggoh Wildlife Centre, orangutans are 
free-ranging and may not appear at feeding platforms during fruiting season (approximately December–
April), when natural food is abundant in the forest. Any wildlife encounter should be considered a 
privilege rather than a certainty. 

Children's Discounts 

● Mulu National Park: Children aged 2–12 years receive 15% off the adult price when 
accompanied by two full-paying adults. 

● Kinabatangan Wetlands Resort: Children aged 4–11 years sharing a room with parents receive 
50% off the room rate. 

Guide Requirements Malaysian legislation requires a licensed guide for groups of 7 or more participants 
at Kinabalu National Park and Kinabatangan Wetlands Resort. 

Mulu National Park Conservation Fees (effective 1 February 2026) The following fees apply to all visits 
and are not included in the tour price: 

● General Conservation Fee: RM 20.00 per visitor (applicable to all guests accompanied by a 
guide) 

● Specialised Trail Fee: RM 15.00 per visitor (Summit and Headhunters trails only) 
● Camp 5 Sustainability Fee: RM 10.00 per visitor (for those visiting or staying at Camp 5) 



Mulu National Park Cancellation Policy Cancellations must be made at least 30 days before 09:00 on 
the reservation date. Cancellations within this period incur a 25% fee of the total booking amount. 

Canopy Walkway — Mulu The canopy walkway is open to children aged 6 and above. Operating 
timings: 07:00, 08:30, 10:00, 10:30, and 12:30. The 07:00 and 08:30 slots are not available on Fridays. 

Transfers — Kinabatangan Scheduled boat transfers operate between 07:00 and 23:00. Transfers 
between 23:00 and 07:00 are subject to a midnight surcharge. Private boat transfers are available on 
request at a supplement. 

Additional Kinabatangan Cruises A join-in night cruise supplement of RM 145 per person applies 
(minimum 2 pax). Private cruise supplement of RM 330 per boat per cruise. 

Nanga Sumpa (Batang Ai) 
From 1 Jul to 30 Sep (of every year), the Batang Ai homestay tour is only available on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays. 
 
Tabin Wildlife Resort Lodges at Tabin Wildlife Resort have extremely limited availability. 

● River Lodges: These are the most popular accommodations and have the highest 
demand. Inventory is highly restricted. 

● Booking Policy: All options are strictly subject to availability at the exact time of 
booking. Securing the rooms as early as possibleis highly recommended once dates are 
finalised.  

Seasonal Surcharges Seasonal surcharges and blackout dates may apply. Specific dates will be confirmed 
at the quotation stage. 

Weather and Activity Organisation Activities throughout this itinerary are subject to weather conditions 
and departure times, and may be reorganised to best meet operational requirements. 

Special Requirements Please inform your Travel Consultant of any special dietary requirements or 
physical conditions of travelling clients, including children. 

Our services include: 
● Accommodation in shared twin or double room as selected 
● Meals as indicated (B = Breakfast, L = Lunch, D = Dinner) 
● English-speaking naturalist guide on a join-in basis throughout 
● All transfers as per itinerary (join-in basis unless otherwise stated) 
● Domestic flights as recommended: KCH–MZV, MZV–BKI, BKI-LHD, SDK–BKI  
● Guided cave visits at Mulu National Park (Lang, Deer, Wind, and Clearwater caves) 
● Guided orangutan feeding visit at Sepilok Orangutan Rehabilitation Centre 
● Guided visit to Borneo Sun Bear Conservation Centre 
● River cruises on the Kinabatangan as per itinerary (join-in basis) 
● Cultural programme at Kiulu including meals, activities, and tent accommodation 
● Activities as per itinerary 
 
Our services do not include: 
● International flights 



● Meals not mentioned in the itinerary 
● Mulu National Park conservation fees (RM 20.00 per person, effective 1 February 2026) 
● Laundry, telephone calls, and personal expenditure 
● Gratuities and tips 
● Travel insurance (must include helicopter evacuation coverage for Borneo) 
● Visa for Malaysia 
● Tourism Tax (RM 10.00 per room per night) 
● Camera fees where applicable 
● Beverages unless included with meals 
● Optional activities and supplements (additional Kinabatangan cruises, canopy walkway, bear 

adoption at BSBCC) 
● Single supplement (applicable for solo travellers) 
● Early check-in or late check-out fees 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


